[Anaemia with medullary myeloblastosis (author's transl)].
A case of refractory anaemia with medullary myeloblastosis (RAMM) is described. RAMM is a very rare disease and its relationship to aplastic anaemia and smouldering leukaemia is not clearly established. The diagnosis is confirmed by evaluation of the bone-marrow aspirate and ferrokinetic studies which demonstrate ineffective erythropoiesis. The disease is combined with leucopenia, thrombocytopenia and a hyperplastic bone-marrow. Our patient was monitored for 18 months, during which time her haematological findings remained stable. Since transformation into acute leukaemia occurs in about 25% of the cases, a bone-marrow culture study was performed in order to determine such a leukaemic transformation which is not detectable on examination by the light microscope. Culture studies are discussed along with some prognostic, therapeutic and pathophysiological problems of RAMM.